
HB 1956-S - DIGEST

(DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)

Finds that instruction in social studies, arts, health, and
fitness is important to ensure a well-rounded and complete
education.  In particular, the civic mission of schools is
strengthened and enhanced by comprehensive civics education and
assessments.

Finds that effective and accountable democratic government
depends upon an informed and engaged citizenry, and therefore,
students should learn their rights and responsibilities as
citizens, where those rights and responsibilities come from, and
how to exercise them.

Provides that, beginning with the 2006-07 school year, school
districts shall require students in the fourth or fifth grades, the
seventh or eighth grades, and the eleventh or twelfth grades to
each complete at least one classroom-based assessment in civics.
The civics assessment shall be selected from a list of classroom-
based assessments approved by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction.  Beginning with the 2006-07 school year, school
districts shall annually submit implementation verification reports
to the office of the superintendent of public instruction
documenting the use of the classroom-based assessments in civics.
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